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CONCLUSIONS 


fas Balloon 
Prabubly Bolloon 
r baialy Balleen 


Was Aireralt 
Probably Aircraft 
Possibly Aircraft 


Was Astronomical 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomical 
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Lt. Col. Willian J. Lookadoo 
: Public Information Division 
Oifice of Information 
Deorrtment of the Air Force 
Washinston 25, D.C. 
Jé > Re oh 
! Recently I sent you a letter requestingassistance in identifying 
en object in our evening sky. Since then we have succeeded in 
identifying it as the planet Venus. Its brightness and the rap- 
| idity with which it crossed the sky, slong with the presence of 
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Hl visible in the evering sky, we have come to tne conclusion tnat 


she object must be it. 
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Perhaps you can clear up a mystery of something in the sky which has been 
epee sling us. We noticed it for the first time about a week azo, but it 
probably has been up longer. At first we thought Lt was a star. but within 
an hour it had passed beyond the horizon, Since it always appears in the 
some place at the same time, and follows the sare course, we thought it 
ish be a satellite, mt a eck. of the New York Times showed that the only 
atellite visible was Echo I, at 8:05 P.M, Bao. T. this object appears over 
rcoklyn from approximatley 6:18 to 7:45 E.S.T., or longer. A check with 

he ‘ayden Planetarium discounted the possiblity of this object being a star 
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or planet. A satellite would not take an hour t cross the sky, ‘The 
suzczes ?— — object mght be either an aircraft or a weather balloon, but 
ince it always followed the aame course, they said it probably was nota 


‘weather vatioon, ut some sort of aircraft. A check with the Air National 


Cvuard at Floyd Bennett Field, when we again saw the object on Friday, could 
shed no Lich 1t on the matter. They didn't know or seen to care, | then 
checked with Idlewild \irpor t, who suggested I call the F.A, A. which I did, 


The F.A.A° didn't know. TF am wri ting the letter far tne sake of identifying 
this object, 


Toe following is, to she best of my knowledge, a description of the object: 
It can be seen by the naked eye and give$S the impression of being a large 
gtar., Unvon examination with a pair of binoculars it appears to be "ZL" 
snacted (perhaps wings of an aireraft?) and has an orange elow (jet fumes, 
reflected sunlight, or the possibility of it travelling on the outskirts 
of the atmosphere?),. 


The position of the obj ald on the map is as neon Assuming that Flatbush 
Avenue runs “orth and Sout and | that Prospect Park is me West, this object 
can 2¢e seen due West at shout 60° or 70° above Be horizon travel ling in - 
slicnsiy sorthern cirection before it disappears beyond the distant buildings 
(sea man.) 

Ye believe cay probably is som air force craft but since it always anvears 

at the same time and “als yvays follows the same course, we thaignt it might be 
at her pe ‘dn erbit, Anyway, we thought you might be able to explain this 
object. 
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Your letter concerning an unicentified flying object Lznatin 
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Also inclosed 13 ths recenl Cepartment of Defense fact sheet 
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